Australian Journal of Physiotherapy Guidelines for Authors  by unknown
The Australian Journal of Physiotherapy welcomes
contributions that are relevant to the science or practice of
physiotherapy.
The Editorial Board will consider:
• Original articles which report research, describe an
approach or process, or present a theory based on
existing research. Articles on professional issues will
also be considered.
• Integrative research, including literature reviews,
clinical practice guidelines (or, where the guidelines are
long, short referenced summaries of clinical practice
guidelines), and economic analyses.
• Short reports, including case studies, clinical notes, and
studies of the reliability or validity of clinical
measurement procedures.
• Letters to the Editor on any relevant topic.
Original articles and reports of integrative research must be
less than 3500 words (not including cover page, abstract,
references, tables or figure legends). Short reports must be
less than 1800 words and have a maximum of one table or
figure. Letters should be less than 500 words and should
contain less than four references. 
Systematic literature reviews are strongly preferred over
narrative (non-systematic) literature reviews. High quality
systematic reviews with firm conclusions are a high
publication priority. However, systematic reviews are
unlikely to be published if they find there is not enough good
quality evidence to review or if the literature is inconclusive.
Narrative reviews will be considered if they are written by
authors with extensive research experience in the field,
usually reflected in multiple significant publications. Authors
considering submission of a narrative review should first
consult the Scientific Editor regarding potential suitability of
the review for publication.
Clinical practice guidelines are often developed by consensus
and may be endorsed by a professional body. This can make
it difficult to apply the Journal’s normal process of peer
review. Authors who wish to publish clinical practice
guidelines in the Australian Journal of Physiotherapy should
consult the Scientific Editor early in the process of
developing the guidelines. The Scientific Editor may choose
to publish clinical practice guidelines without subjecting
them to peer review if a rigorous process is used to develop
the guidelines. Alternatively, it may be possible to arrange
parallel review for publication and endorsement by a
professional body.
The following types of studies are of low publication priority:
• Studies of the reliability or validity of clinical
measurement procedures
• Surveys of physiotherapy students
• Surveys of physiotherapy practice
• Any survey with low response rates (< 70%)
If acceptable, such studies will be published as short reports,
so they should be less than 1800 words and have a maximum
of one table or figure. Submission of reports of these types if
studies should be accompanied by a short (< 100 words)
explanation of why the study would be of particular interest
to readers of the journal. The Editorial Board will decide, on
the basis of this explanation and the abstract, whether the
manuscript should be considered for publication.
Letters to the Editor can be on any topic that is of interest to
the readership. Letters commenting on papers published in
the Journal are particularly welcome. In general such letters
must be submitted soon after (within two months of)
publication of the paper they refer to. Letters may be edited.
Review process
Letters to the Editor are reviewed by the Scientific Editor.
Guest editorials are not formally peer reviewed, but may be
subject to informal review.
Original articles, integrative research, and short reports are
subject to peer review. If the Scientific Editor considers that
the manuscript is likely to be of interest to readers and is
potentially publishable, the manuscript is sent to two
reviewers. Reviewers will usually have specific expertise in
the field and a record of recent publication in peer-reviewed
journals. Reviewers are asked to advise the Scientific Editor
if the manuscript is credible and of importance to the
physiotherapy profession, and they are asked to comment on
the manuscript’s validity, relevance, clarity, and conciseness.
They are asked to provide their reports within four weeks of
receipt of the manuscript.
Reviewers are asked to consult checklists where appropriate.
Specifically, reviewers of randomised trials are asked to
consult the CONSORT statement, reviewers of systematic
reviews are asked to consult the QUORUM statement, and
reviewers of studies of the accuracy of scientific tests are
asked to consult the STARD checklist. The CONSORT
statement, QUORUM statement, and STARD checklist can
be found at <www.consort_statement.org>.
The Scientific Editor considers the reviewers’ comments and
decides if the manuscript is to be accepted in its current form,
accepted subject to minor revisions, potentially publishable
but requiring significant revision, or not publishable. Authors
are provided with the reviewers’ comments, sometimes with
additional comments from the Scientific Editor, and are
informed of the decision. 
Currently, approximately two-thirds of all submissions are
rejected. Most other manuscripts require revision prior to
publication. Authors of manuscripts requiring revision are
invited to consider the comments made by the reviewers and
the Scientific Editor, revise the manuscript accordingly, and
re-submit. Usually the revised manuscript is returned to the
original reviewers for further comment. Some manuscripts
undergo several rounds of review before a final decision
(accept or reject) is made.
Once accepted, manuscripts are edited to improve clarity and
to comply with Journal style. Author(s) are given the
opportunity to review the accuracy of the edited manuscript
prior to publication.
Full Guidelines for Authors are available at the journal
website: www.physiotherapy.asn.au/AJP
Please send submissions electronically to:
judy.waters@physiotherapy.asn.au
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